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 I will say then that I am not, nor ever have been, in favor of 
bringing about in any way the social and political equality of 
the white and black races — that I am not, nor ever have 
been, in favor of making voters or jurors of negroes, nor of 
qualifying them to hold office, nor to intermarry with white 
people; and I will say in addition to this that there is a 
physical difference between the white and black races 
which I believe will forever forbid the two races living 
together on terms of social and political equality. And 
inasmuch as they cannot so live, while they do remain 
together there must be the position of superior and inferior, 
and I as much as any other man am in favor of having the 
superior position assigned to the white race.





US Supreme Court



 "There is a race so different from our 

own that we do not permit those 

belonging to it to become citizens of 

the United States. Persons belonging 

to it are, with few exceptions, 

absolutely excluded from our country. 

I allude to the Chinese race.
 John Marshall Harlan dissenting in Plessy v. 

Ferguson

US Supreme Court



US Supreme Court

 “In the opinion of the court, …the 

language used in the Declaration of 

Independence, show, that neither the 

class of persons who had been 

imported as slaves, nor their 

descendants, whether they had become 

free or not, were then acknowledged as 

a part of the people, nor intended to be 

included in the general words used in 

that memorable instrument...



US Supreme Court

 They had for more than a century 

before been regarded as beings of an 

inferior order, and altogether unfit to 

associate with the white race, either in 

social or political relations; and so far 

inferior, that they had no rights which 

the white man was bound to respect; 

and that the negro might justly and 

lawfully be reduced to slavery for his 

benefit."

"There are those who contend that it does not benefit 
African-Americans to get them into the University of Texas 
where they do not do well, as opposed to having them go to 
a less-advanced school, a less -- a slower-track school 
where they do well," 



Star Spangled Banner

 And where is that band who so vauntingly swore,
That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion
A home and a Country should leave us no more?
Their blood has wash’d out their foul footstep’s pollution.
No refuge could save the hireling and slave

From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave,

And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.



Why Place Matters





 Universal health insurance-Canada Health 
Act

 Universal dental care to age 10
 Universal child care benefit
 Highly subsidized post secondary 

education
 High quality community resources-parks, 

sports leagues, libraries, community 
centers

Canadian Social Contract
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Race and Racism Matters:  
Health Inequities by Race/Ethnicity

2.3 years
4.9 years

7.8 years







Life expectancy by census tract
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Life Expectancy by Poverty Group 2000-2003

Alameda County
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BARHII Life Expectancy and Poverty by Tract
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Bay Area Poverty vs. Life Expectancy



Life Expectancy v. Percentage Poverty

y = -13.539x + 81.084

R2 = 0.1183
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California Poverty vs. Life Expectancy



Cost of Poverty in San Francisco 
Bay Area

Every additional $12,500 in 
household income buys one year 
of life expectancy

 (Benefit appears to plateau at household 
incomes above $150,000)

 Similar gradients in Baltimore, NYC, 
Philadelphia, Hennepin County (Minneapolis-
St. Paul), Colorado, California, AND
Cuyahoga County ($6304/year of life)



How Healthy Are We?








